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"The web is immense, free and available by mouse-click. It contains hundreds of billions of
words of text and can be used for all manners of language speech."

"Language scientists and technologists are increasingly turning to it as a source of language
data, because it is so big, because it is the only available source for the type of language they are
interested in, or simply because it is free and instantly available. The mode of work has increased
dramatically froma standing start seven years ago with the web being used as a data source in a
wide range of research activities: the papers in the Special Issu form a sample of the best of it. "
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"The answer to the question"Is the web a corpus?" is yes."
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"Corpus linguistics, in the sense of using natural language samples for linguistics, is much
older than computer science. This dictionary makers of the 19th century can be considered
Corpus Linguistics pioneers (e.g. James Murray for the Oxford English Dictionary or the Grimm
brothers for the Deutsches Worterbuch). But the advent of computers has changed the field
completely.

"Linguists started compiling collections of raw text for ease of searching. In a next step, the
texts were semi-automatically annotated with lemmas and recently with syntactic structures.
First, corpora were considered large when they exceeded one million words. Nowadays, large
corpora comprise more than 100 million words. And the World Wide Web(WWW) can be see as
the largest corpus ever with more than one billion documents."
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"Corpora dictributed on tape or CD-ROM have some disdvantages. They are limited in size,
their availability is restricted by their means of distribution and they do no longer represent the
current language by the time they are published. The use of the web as corpus avoids these
problems. It is ubiquitously available and due to its dynamic nature represents up to date
language use."
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"Using the web for Corpus Linguistics is a very recent trend. The number of approaches that
are relevant to Computational Linguistics is still rather small. But already the web has been

tried for tasks on various linguistic levels: lexiography, syntax, semantics and translation."
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(1) It is much more accessible than any corpus.

(2) The database is huge compared to any existing corpus.

(3) The Index sites include blogs and discussions which come very close to spoken language
whereas much of the data in formal corpora are from more corpora
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(1) You can only search for specific words, not word categories or infected forms.

(2) There is no control over the educational level, nationality, or other characteristics of the
creators of the utterrances found.

(3) The results are not in a easy-to-read format.
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MEWS: Significant improvements in the speed of WebCorp and range of processing options available, as it

becomes part of a fully-tailored linguistic search engine... [more]

Search term:

Enter a word, phrase (no quotes necessary) or patlern

Search engine: Concardance Span: Case options:
| Google v 5 ¥ word(s) to left and right Casa Sensitve ¥
Send Results by Email:

Option temparanly unavailable

Advanced Search Options

By using the WebCorp tools you are agreeing to be bound by the Tenms of Use,
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"Corpus linguistics is the study of a body of electronic text to discover facts about the language
which are not observable or quantifiable by manual means. However, the design and creation of
text corpora can be expensive and corpora are fixed at a point in time; they do not provide access
to up-to-date information on language use or the changes which are occurring.

"An obvious source of such language data is the Web. As a text-based information source, the
Web also has tremendous potential value as a linguistic resource. It is orders of magnitude larger
than any finite corpora, constantly updated and expanded, broad in domain coverage and

potentially available without cost to the research community."
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